EDITORIAL PREFACE
THE purpose of this series of small volumes on the
leading forms which religious life has taken in India is
to produce really reliable information for the use of all
who are seeking the welfare of India. Editor and
writers alike desire to work in the spirit of the best
modern science, looking only for the truth. But, while
doing so and seeking to bring to the interpretation of
the systems under review such imagination and sym-
pathy as characterize the best study in the domain of
religion to-day, they believe they are able to shed on
their work fresh light drawn from the close religious
intercourse which they have each had with the people
who live by the faith herein described; and their study
of the relevant literature has in every instance been
largely supplemented by persistent questioning of those
likely to be able to give information. In each case the
religion described is brought into relation with Chris-
tianity. It is believed that all readers in India at least
will recognize the value of this practical method of
bringing out the salient features of Indian religious life.